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cates the importance of preserving
Civil War battlefields. Ben E.
Hancock Jr. ('75M) was sworn in
as the fourth president of Methodist University on March 23. Hancock has led the university for about
a year and succeeded Elton Hendricks. Hancock came to Methodist from Ball State University
in Muncie, Ind., where he served
for five years as vice president for
university advancement. Hancock
earned a B.A. in Russian studies at
JMU and a Master of Education in
counseling and higher education
administration in 1975. He completed a Doctor of Philosophy in
comparative and international education at the University ofVirginia
in 2004. He and his wife, Debbie
Weaver Hancock ('75), a special
education teacher, have five adult
children and three grandchildren.
Ashley Privott, director of the JMU
Office of Alumni Relations, represented the university and President
Linwood H. Rose at Hancock's
inauguration celebration.
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1953-54 Lincoln House residents and Alpha Sigma Tau sorority
members (1-r) are Joey Osbourne Graves, Peggy Sacra Biggins,
Joan Pease Sullivan, Frances Alls Topping, Joy Turner Corkery,
Anna Margaret Young Rhodes and Janet Dybvad Tink.
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Professor Emerita of
Physical Education
Leotus Morrison shared a reunion
photo of members of the Class
of 1954 outside of the former
Lincoln House on Main Street. "I
was a member of the faculty and
housemother for Lincoln House
in 1953-54, and I got called into
Miss Frank's office for our house
being too loud," recalls Morrison.
"I think she was jealous! We sat
on the porch and sang and had
a ball! After my trip to the registrar's office, we still had a ball, but
we were more careful!"
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Nancy Evans Vaughan

was named an adjunct
professor for Arizona State University's Walter Cronkite School
of Journalism and Mass Communication. ''.After more than 30
years in public relations, it was
time to give back," she writes. Previously, Vaughan worked for US
Airways as director of publications
and marketing and as director of
corportate communications for

Best Western International. She
opened her own agency, Vaughan
Communications, 16 years ago.
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Key West writer and
musician Hal Howland's
novel Landini Cadence won a
2012 Eric Hoffer Award for excellence in independent publishing.
Landini Cadence is available as
an e-book, and a limited number
of print copies remain available.
Howland's new collection of
short fiction, The Jazz Buyer, is
also available as an e-book. Learn
more at www.halhowland.com.
College of Business alumnus
Phillip Updike finished in the top
25 in sales among HarrisonburgRockingham Realtors for 2011. He
also earned the Seniors Real Estate
Specialist designation. Updike is
the co-founder of RE/MAX Performance Realty in Harrisonburg.
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Archer Di Peppe is the
co-producer of A Place
Where the Past is Always Present.
1
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cial accounts. He also issues regular
financial reports to the organization's delegate assembly and ensures
the completion of the association's
annual audit. Webster has served on
the Manchester Township school
board for 15 years and is the current
board president. He holds certificated board member status, which
recognizes successful completion of
training in all areas oflocal school
board responsibilities, through the
NJSBA Board Member Academy.
Webster is retired as a budget/
finance manager for the New Jersey
Department of Human Services, is
a certified healthcare administrator,
and is a member of the Institute of
Management Accountants. He and
his wife, Carol ('76), have three
grown children, all of whom graduated from the Manchester Township Public Schools.
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S~san "Susie" L. Baldwm was promoted to

associate director of gift accounting at the College of William &
Mary in Williamsburg, Va.

After more than 30 years
Former senior FBI official
in public education, Anne
James M. Casey estabBrown Wade and husband David
lished the Jacksonville, Fla.,-based
Dunlap Wade both retired. David
security and investigacontinues to coach on
tive consulting firm,
the women's basketJames M. Casey LLC
ball staff at BridgewaIntelligence/Diliter College. Donald
gence/RiskTM. Casey
Webster Jr. was
has more than 30
reelected as vice presiyears oflaw enforcedent for finance for
ment and intelligence
the New Jersey School
experience including
Boards Association.
25 years at the FBI.
Webster is responsible
He also served as a
for proposing the
senior executive on
organization's annual
the National Security
budget and oversees
the association's finan- Donald Webster Jr. ('76) Council at the White
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Sparkling Events & Designs

E

E ntrep reneur establishes award-winning event planning company

BY HALI CHIET (' 07)

bony Sparkes ('98) is the epitome of a successful entrepreneed. Everyone is different, so I try to create a unique, custom event that
neur. In addition to working full-time as an account quality
suits each client's needs." Sparkes often solicits the help of a close group
manager for a nonprofit IT firm in Northern Virginia, Sparkes
of friends - fellow Dukes - who do everything from serving as event
is the founder and managing director of Sparkling Events &
assistants to brainstorming ideas for the company. "My friends are amazDesigns LLC, an event planning and statioing and supportive, and they always offer
nery design company. "We help clients plan
to help me out when I need it."
In just two years, Sparkes has seen
everything from a dinner party to a wedding," says Sparkes, who notes that she
the fruits of her labor pay off. Sparkling
Events & Designs has more than 5,800
especially enjoys planning smaller, more
intimate occasions because she can put a
Facebook fans and received Weddinglot of "special touches" into these events.
Wire magazine's 2011 Bride's Choice
Sparkes always had a passion for design
Award, which recognizes the top 5
percent of the site's 200,000 wedding
and event planning, but the idea to start her
t
own business didn't come until she planned
vendors. Sparkes serves as membership
her own 2004 wedding to her college
director for the Virginia branch of the
Association of Bridal Consultants and was
sweetheart, fellow Duke Jamel Sparkes
('00). ':Jamel has been my biggest cheera contributor and the first "events guru"
leader. He's always known about my passion
for I Am Modern, a women's lifestyle publication in the Washington, D.C., area.
for design and encouraged me to follow
my dreams." Although she was excited
For Sparkes, one of the most excitabout the prospect of starting a company,
ing honors was appearing on celebrit y
event planner Preston Bailey's blog after
Sparkes realized it would be a lot of work
submitting photos of one of her events.
and wanted to devote time to perfecting
her skills and doing research on starting a
"When I found out that I was selected to
business. "Even though it wasn't the best
appear on his website, my mouth just kind
of fell open in shock," she says. "I st ill get
timing because of the condition that our
economy is in, it was time for Ebony to
client referrals from that feature."
move forward with her dream," says Jamel,
Sparkes attributes her success to her
who helps with the marketing and finance
Madison Experience. "The JMU College
aspects of the business. "It's been a chalof Business helped lay the foundation
for how I operate my business." As a
lenge, but no one ever gets to a level of
success without taking some risks," he says. Ebony Sparkes ('98) is founder and managing director member of t he Black Student Alliance,
The couple worked together on a
of the award-winning Sparkling Events & Designs LLC, Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, and a student
business plan and website, and in 2009,
an event planning and stationery design company.
employee at the Center for Multicultural
Student Services, Sparkes met people from numerous backgrounds.
Sparkling Events & Designs was born. "The initial challenge was getting
"Those experiences were really great because they helped me build my
my name out there," says Sparkes, who relies mainly on word-of-mouth
for securing clients. "I do invest in advertising, but I find that most of my
confidence and come out of my shell. I never could have imagined t hat
clients come from referrals." Her favorite aspect of the job is meeting
our company would reach such a high level of success!"
new people. "I feel honored because it means people trust me enough to
Sparkes enjoys spending t ime with her family. "Because I work a tremendous amount of hours, any free time is all about family - my husband
develop their vision for an event."
and my daughters - Sadaia, who is 5, and Marley, who is 2." ffi
Sparkes does the planning and design work from her home office in
Loudoun County, Va. "My challenge is always figuring out what clients
Learn more about Sparkes at mysparklingevent.com.

*

PHOTOGRAPH COURTE SY OF EBONY SPARKE S ( ' 9 8)
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol35/iss3/34

FA L L

2 0 I 2

55

2

et al.: Sparkling Events & Designs
House. He has been the Special
Agent in Charge of the FBI's
Jacksonville Division since 2008
where he directed FBI investigations in 40 of Florida's 67 counties.
Casey's new firm specializes in
complex internal investigations;
due diligence reviews for business decision making; executive
background profiles; academic and
athletics integrity and compliance
programs; executive protection;
and death penalty defense investigations. During his career, Casey
specialized in counterterrorism
and other complex investigations
including the 1988 bombing of
Pan Am 103, which he assisted for
14 years including working closely
with police officials from Scotland.
Immediately after 9/11, he was
assigned overseas and to Washington, D.C., to help coordinate the

FBI's response to the attacks and
to help increase the capacity of the
FBI's Counterterrorism Division.
His expertise in counterrorism and
national security investigations led
to his assignment in 2004-05 on
the National Security Council at
the White House where he was a
director of intelligence programs
for National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice.
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On April 20 Daniel G.
Darazsdi represented
JMU and President Linwood H.
Rose at the inauguration celebration of Gary L. Miller as the
fourth chancellor of the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. Darazsdi says, "Being
back in a campus setting was a
real pleasure, and it made me
recall wonderful times at JMU.

EMERITI NOTES and former faculty news
Professor Emeritus of Education Steven H. Fairchild represented
JMU and then-President Linwood H. Rose at the April 27 presidential
inauguration celebration for Michael Fiorentino Jr. at Lock Haven
University in Pennsylvania. Fairchild writes, "The events of the day
were particularly exciting for me as my late father, Ned D. Fairchild,
graduated from Lock Haven State Teachers College in 1942 with a
degree in physical education. Preparation for Dr. Fiorentino's inaugural procession occurred in Rogers Gymnasium, LHU's oldest building, dating from 1896. As this building was, and continues to be, used
for physical education classes, I was in the gym where my father surely
had spent many hours practicing the four varsity sports in which he
lettered. Waiting in line for the processional, I met the LHU representative of the Class of 1940, told him my name, and asked ifby chance
he might have known my father. I was filled with emotion when he

Former JMU chemistry lab specialist Rosemarie
Joswick Palmer of Bridgewater, Va., has published the 377-page collection, Civil War Stories:

Personal Accounts from Harrisonburg & Rockingham County in the Shenandoah Val/,ey ofVirgi,nia.
Palmer researched various local sources and
includes 130 first-hand accounts to provide a picture of the local area from 1861 to 1865. Palmer
says the book stems from regular columns she
wrote for The Journals history column, sponsored
by the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical
Society. Palmer joined the JMU faculty in 1985 and retired in 2000.
She works for Harrisonburg Tourism and the HarrisonburgRockingham Historical Society, where she is supervisor of the
Cromer-Trumbo house docent program. Catch up with Palmer or
order a copy of her book by emailing her at rsmrpalmer@yahoo.com.
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It's hard to believe it has been 30
years since my graduation. It was
an honor to represent Dr. Rose
and JMU at this special day."
Jeff Gammage was part of a
reporting team that won a 2011
Pulitzer Prize for public service.
The award recognized The Philadelphia Inquirer for its Assault on
Learning series, a year-long investigation into violence in the city
public schools. Gammage gained
almost unlimited access to South
Philadelphia High, one of Philadelphia's most violent schools.
He shadowed the new principal
during the fall and spring semesters and interviewed dozens of
students, staff members, teachers and advocates. According to
Gammage, he was at South Philly
High so often and for so long
that he was eventually assigned a

*

locker. The former Breeze news
editor joined the Inquirer in 1987.
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Teresa Noyes Burgess
is living in Baltimore
and volunteering at Camp Chapel
UMC.
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John Meehan was named
regional managing director for Wells Fargo Insurance
Services. His region encompasses
Maryland; Washington, D.C.;
Virginia; West Virginia; Kentucky; North Carolina and South
Carolina. Meehan heads sales
efforrs, brokerage operations, the
region's property and casualty, and
employee benefits, and private risk
management practices. Meehan
and his wife, Millicent, have two
sons and live in Louisville, Ky.
Ellen Goldstein Schorsch is a piano

*

immediately replied, 'Ned Fairchild, yes I
knew him; he and I used to practice together.'
This 93-year-old then briefly shared a few
stories and even remembered that my dad
lived just across the street in a home known
later as 'The Cave.' In addition to this exciting
encounter, I had brunch with LHU's Interim
Dean of the College of Education and Human
Services Mary Rose-Colley, and learned that
her daughter is a JMU graduate. During a
Steven H. Fairchild,
reception following the inauguration, I met
numerous folks who knew of James Madison
professor emeritus
University. It was a joyful, emotion-filled day
of education
for me. To hear about my dad from someone who knew him as a college student-athlete and to have the joy of representing JMU on the
same day was amazing. I was filled with pride on both counts.

Harold McGee, former JMU vice president for administrative
affairs, died on March 3, 2012. He served as Jacksonville State
University's 10th president from 1986 to 1999. A native of Portsmouth, Va., McGee supervised the Valley of Virginia Consortium
for Higher Education and served five years in public administration
with the U.S. Office of Education. The Jacksonville State University
science center is named in his honor.

The JMU Office of Alumni Relations invites all graduates from the
1930s to the 1960s to come back to campus April 25-28, 2013, for
Bluestone Reunion Weekend. Start planning now at www.jmu.edu/
alumni/events/reunions.shtml. Are you a professor emeritus/emerita
who would like to share with alumni during Bluestone Reunions?
Contact Tracey Kite at kited@jmu.edu.

*

All former professors are encouraged to contribute an
"Emeriti Note" at madisonmag@jmu.edu.
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